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I SAVING SEEDS AND GROWING

M PLANTS FROM THEM \S A VERY |

™ SPECIAL PROCESS - ITLETS Us & 2/
TAKE PART IN THE WHOLE LIFE ‘=7
C{CLE OF A PLANT, ‘

@
Y g

WINTER SQUASH IS GREAT FoR LEARNING WINTER SQUASH, SUMMER SQUASH, PUMPKINS,
ABOUT SEED SAVING - UNLIKE MANY OTHER Z:cg:wl AND GOURDS ARE ALL RELATED To
E O0THER.

VEGETABLES, You CAN GROW IT FOR Foob

AND SAVE SEED A\ﬁj\g TIME, \\/
IT's CALLED

BuT WE PICKED THIS ONE
To DRAW BECAUSE IT IS QUEENSLAND BLue

BEAVTIFUL AND DELICIOUS. GARDENERS SCIGNTISTS

* < ﬁ CALL VARIETIES  “cai (T
4\\‘«




CUCURBITA IS WART SCIENTISTS
CALL A GENUS - THIS \S THE NAME
OF THE FAMILY THAT ALL SQUASH,
PUMPKINS AND GUORDS BELON G TO.

L)
< %

MAXIMA 15 THE SPE CIES.
KABOCHA , NANTICOKE,
QUEENSLAND BLUE tA
FEW OTHERS SHARE THE
SAME SPECIES NAME.

WHEN WE GRow THE
SAME SPECIES OF
$QUASH NEAR EACH
OTHER, THEY CROS!

50 IF YoUu WANT
THE SEEDS YOV sAVE
To BE THE SAME As
WHAT YOV STARTED
WITH, GROW JUsT

EVEN THOUGH THE QUEENSLAND
BLUE 1§ CALLED A WINTER
SQUASH, IT NEEDS WARM

4G

IT'S CALLED THAT BECAUSE
DVE TO IT5 THICK SKIN,IT CAN
BE STORED FOR MANY MONTHS.

IN TEMPERATE To GROW.
REGIONS , You
PLANT SQUASH
IN LATE SPRING
OR EARLY
SUMMER, AND
HARVEST THEM

\ IN THE FALL.

] [PLANT THREE Seeps FoR
s EVERY PLANT You WANT

MANY GARDENERS SEED |
THEIR SQUASH DIRECTLY
INTo THE GROUND.

COVER THE SEEDS WITH
5olL AND GENTU PAT
pOWN THE AREA WITH
YoUuR HAND.

{ SQUASH PLANTS
\MAKE SPREADING

PLANT EAcH PLANT AT
LEAST 4 FEET APART

FROM EACH OTHER.
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KEEP YouR BABM PLANTS

;lgrg‘g&_aro fROM WHEN You
LANT THE SEEDS, THRovGH-

0UT THEIR EARLY LIFE.

THINK OF WATERING
L\KE GIVING THE PLANTS
A STEADY,GENTLE RAIN.
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k DOM'T USE Too POWER ~
FuL A HOsE gecavse
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GIVE THE

THIRD ONE
ENOUGH
SPACE.

SEEMS THE BIGGEST AND
HERLTHIEST, HAPPIEST ONE.

STRONGEST — THAT'S LIKELY THE

o
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WATCcH

PLANT |F LEFT
pick THE BuGsS
SQ\HSH

THEM. i

FOR CUCVMBER BEETLES
AND SQUASH BUGS. BoTH CAN KiLL YOVR
UNCHECKED. YoV CARN
OFF 8Y HAND AND

$

WHEN You WATER,
TRY To PoUR THE
WRTER AT THE
BASE OF THE

IF Too MUCH WATER
GETS ON THE LERVES,
THEY CAN GET

MILDEWN  AND THE
SQUASHES CAN CRACKH
\F THEN GET Too WET.
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WAIT FOR THE STEM To TURN
BROWN T FULLY DRY, WHEN
TH\S RAPPENS, IT MEANS THAT
THE PLANT IS SHUTTING OFF
THE FLOW Of Foob TO THE SQUASH
BeCcAVsE (T IS FuL RIPE.

CUT THE STEM CLOSE To THE
VINE,LEAVING AS MUCH OF THE
STEM N TAcT AS POSSIBLE, THIS
WILL HELP ENSURE THE STEM
POINT DOESN'T ROT AND Yovu
CAN STORE YOUR SQUAsSH FORA
LONG T'ME |F You WANT To.

PRUNERS

Yo V'VE
GoT

Goop TooL
FOR THIS \F

HALF. &

Now You HAVE TO OPEN YOUR SQUASHES. ON THE FARM
WE USE A HATCHET + CHOPPING BLOCK TO $pLIT THEM IN

WHEN WORKING INDOORS ,
You CAN USE A SHAR? KNIFE.
THE RIND 1S HARD, S0 THIS
MUST BE DONE CAREFULLY
2N AN ADULT.

RIND " SEED

FIND A LARGE WATER-
T\GHT CONTAINER INTO
WHICH Yov caN ScooP
JouR SEED.

SEPARATE THE PULP FROM THE SEEDS

NOW S$CO0P THAT SEED! You CAN USE R

STRONG SPooN OR EVEN YoUR HAND. ALONG THE WAY,BUT DON'T WORRY IF

you CAN'T GET IT ALL— WATER AND TIME
witL HELP po THE REST.
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ADD ENoVGH WATER To Yok | fTHEN GET YOUR HANDS| [ SEPARATE ANY PuLP You
SEEDS To COVER THEM BY IN THERE AND START | |CAN WITH YOUR HANDS+
A COUPLE INCHES. SQUISHING! REMOVE IT FRoM THE
BUCKET. THIS WILL LEAVE
soME _FILM ON YouR HANDS,

AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS, DRAIN

THE WATER OFF .You AN USE A

KITCHEN COLLANDER, AN 0LD WINDOW

SCREEN,0R ANYTHING ELSE You HAVE

AROUND THAT WILL LETTHE WATER

THROUGH BUT CATCH THE SEEDS.
]

AFTER You'VE REMoveED
AS MUCH PuLp AS You
CAN, LET THE SEEDS
SIT AND FERMENT IN
THE WATER FOR 2. 0R
3 DAYS. KEEP
THEM Co~
VERED $o
BLGS
DON'T

g:-':??
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NOW LET YoUuR SEEDS DRN IN A WARM |NDOOR AREA.
Yov CAN DRY THEM ON A SCREEN OR ON A TRAY OR
PLATE. SPREAD THEM ovT 50 THEY DON'T GET MoLDY.
TURNING THEM OVER BY HAND EVERY ONCE /N A WHILE
WiLL HELP THEM DRY WELL. SEEDS LIKE ATENT/ON Too|

Now MAYBE You HAVE Al [AnD eaT T/ Wwe Like To | [Nov CAN BAKE IT AT 300°F
LoT OF SQUASH To USE - | | gopsT CHUNKS OF IT wiITH| | UNTILIT'S SoFT, __I
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AFTER 3 0R Y DAYSYOU MIGHT| | IF A LoT OF Husks come oFF, | fo 2UR SEEDS

) , A
NoTICE A TRANSPRRENT (TMEANS YoUR SEEDS ARE ngcli 1, HQM o A’?g zR:h
HUSK SHINING ON THE SEEDs.| | STARTING To GET DRY.OTHER- °

RU& THEM TO SEE IF THE Husks | IWISE Z~WAIT A LITTLE LONGER. TAINER.
¢coMg OFF IN YOUR HANDS.

RUN YoUR HANDS THROUGH THE pRN
SQUASH SEEDS, LIGHTLA RUBBING THEM

& ov Cov L
B S ETHER. THis WILL MAKE A NICE SOUND. L OT

\ [ BUT REMOVING
THE CHAFF
HELPS MAKE

GURE THAT
\ YouR SEEDS
STORE WELL

To GET RID of THE CHAFF

FIND ANOTHER CONTAINER.
You WiLL NEED A LIGHT

MAKE SVRE IT's LARGE

ENoVGH To CATCH THE SEEDS
BECAVSE Yyou'tL BE POURING
(T FRoM VP HIGH.
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OR mMORE!

[TURN THE FAN ON A LoW SETING, OR

ENTLY SHIFT THE SE
REEZE To YoUR BACK. G ED CONTAINER BACK

AND FORTH AS You DUMP ouT THE SEEDS.
THE CHAFF SHOULD FLY IN THE AIR AS THE

g
P
x
T
=
=
2
m
*x

DUMP THE SEEDs

DUT DIRECTLN SEEDS FALL INTo THE BUCKET BELOW.
IN FRONT OF
THE WIND 0R
FAN,WITH

THE LARGER
BUCKET SET
VP BELOW
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THIS MIGHT Take \
SOME PRACTICE!
MAYBE Youv'LL I
NEED To ADTUST [ 5
THE SPEED OF THE N\ a

FAN 0R HolD THE I
SEED CoNTAINER G

MAYBE You'tL NEED

\ To DUMP THE SEEDS
CLOSER To THE FAN.
E%PER\MENETO §EE G

WHAT wWoRHKS!

NoT ALL CHAFF WiLL
FLY AWAY WITH THE
FIRsT PASS— You wiLt
HAVE To REFEAT
PROCESS SEVERA

RUN YouR HANDS THROUGH THE SEEDS TD
SEE |F MORE CHAFF COMESGOFIF:/. ¢ND
IF You NEED To REPEAT T AGAIN.THIS
PROCESS IS CALLED WINNOWIN G-

ONCE THE SEEDS ARE CLEAN,STORE THEM (N A
SEALED JAR OR BAG IN A DARK, PRY AND
COOL PLACE WHERE THE TEMPERATURE
GTANS As CONSISTENT AS Poss(BLE.

NOW YOU'VE GOT SEEDS To GROW NEXT
YEAR! 6HARE THEM WITH YOUR FRIENDS.
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