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[CRAWL UP THE PANT LEG OF THE
MAN SITTING DIAGONALLY ACRDSS
FROM ME ON THE BUS. :
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HE STOPPED SIMPLY LOOKING AND STARTED THE
SINGLE GRACEFLL MONEMENT WHIC \
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[THE SUN HAD NEVER BEEN
50 CLOSE Te THE EARTH.
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EVERYONE LOOKED UP TO SEEN
WHAT HATPENED AND wnn-r
HAD BEEN THE PROBLEM. S(SHM
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NOT FINDING AN ANSWER UP ABOVE, WE LOOKED
IN THE DIRECTION We WERE ALL HEADIN

NO WHEELS TURNED.
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ALL WE HAD LEFT WAS OUR FEET.L | [OUR FEET, AND THE SWEAT DRIFPING
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THE AIR ,COMPRESSED
INHALE, MY THROAT

UNDER THE WEIGHT OF

THE SUN, WAS Too DENSE

To BREATHE THROUGH.
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| LET TIME ,STANDING STILL WITHY | WJASTE BY ME AS | FINALLY BEGAN,
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PASSING EVERY ONE OF THE DEAD EMPTY BUSES THAT
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| KNEW | WouLD HAVE T2 LOSE SOME, AND

EVEN |F | WERE ™0 RUN , WHILH WouLD HAVE
UKEW A LOT, OF TIME.
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TRINKING REASONABLY, NEITHER
MM FIRE NOR MY [WARM DRESSING
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THIS FoREIGN FIRE WwouLp BURN
ON THE INsIPEs OF MY DRESSING
GOWN, SCORCHING MM SKIN NSTEAD,
OF KEEPING OVUT THE ElmENTS.
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‘SﬂNETH\Nﬁ IN MY COUNTENANCE OR
EAPRESSION MUST HAVE BETRAYED THIS
REALIZATION.
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AND | DID NoT THINK oF THE 0THERQ 3 AT THE BEACH P> L
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AND CLOSING HIS TEETH UPON THEM,

THROWING THEM INTO HIS MDUTH,

GOBBLING AND SALIVATING, i
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THE YMPRESSIONS THESE WORDS
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FINALLY, THERE WAS ENOUGH ALL
AROUND ME To PERMIT ME TO,
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THE SUN PRESSED DOWN LOWER AND
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THEY SPARKLED AND GLEAMED [AS T SUPDENLT REALIZED | SEEMED
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s FEELING AN UNDEFINED FEAR (RAWLNG
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IT WAS PUSHING MY BUTTER AND MY BREAD AND my
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MY HEART WAS BEATING
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